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Menes captivates crowd with p__ _
Orlando Ricardo M e n e s  brings Cuban flairto the Jack Ridl VisitingT/Vriters Series
Alek Mnlnnaar A ft or fKo ___ < :i- , i .1 ... „     ---------------  ^o e
Co-Campus Editor
As a part of the Jack Ridl Vis­
iting Writers Series, Hope Col­
lege welcomed poet Orlando 
Ricardo Menes to the stage. 
Born to Cuban parents, who re­
sided in Peru, Menes explained 
that he found that his true 
home was Cuba because of his 
parent’s and family’s influence.
Menes dove into his first 
reading from his award win­
ning book, “Fetish.” “Fetish" 
won the 2012 Prairie Schooner 
Book Prize. Menes has also won 
the 2009 Literature Fellowship 
from the National Endowment 
for the Arts.
The poem “Libros” was in­
spired from his first trip to Cuba 
to visit his family. His uncle was 
the owner of many books, but 
they were all in poor shape.
His 2nd poem, was from an­
other one of his books, “Furia.” 
“A letter to Mirta Yanez” refer­
enced a comparison from the 
ancient Greek ruins to the now 
old and broken Habana. “I saw 
walking toward the cathedral 
on Obsipo Street, surrounded 
by trash and skeletal animals...”
After the poem, Menes was 
troubled by the comparison and 
how Habana needs to be revital­
ized and given a second chance 
before being called a ruin.
He gave the audience a view 
of his childhood in the poem, 
“Miami South Kendall 1969.” 
When his family moved to 
America, he went through a lot 
of bullying and was threatened 
by his neighbors. The ordeal 
escalated one day when kids at­
tacked him, and his father had 
to chase them away, but Menes 
was chastised for not fight­
ing back unlike his younger 
brother. Menes left the audi­
ence in thought as he finished 
the poem, “Stars and Stripes 
flying from car antennas, hate 
signs taped to windows...a strip 
of gravel and sticks, the new 
border dividing America from 
America."
Menes went back to “Fetish” 
to read a sonnet titled, “Adder- 
all”; his inspiration came from 
his daughter who has ADHD. 
Menes blended science with 
creativity for how the drug af­
fected his daughter. “Cast off, 
implant in neurons, sprout mo­
lecular Edens that bloom till
twilight when they start to wilt." 
Menes took a religious turn 
with a small introduction of his 
newest work “Heresies,” which 
will come out later in 2015.
He then turned back to his 
old works “Village of the Water 
People" and "El Christo de Pie- 
dra.” “Village of the Water Peo­
ple” showed this culture wor­
shipping water, and that water 
alone, can heal all diseases. “El 
Christo de Piedra” gave the au­
dience insight on that faith can 
be a rock, even when the times 
are difficult.
Menes read a few more po­
ems and sonnets to the audi­
ence, but for the full experience, 
look for “Fetish,” “Furia” or wait 
until “Heresies” comes to your 
local bookstore.
Menes is currently a profes­
sor at the University of Notre 
Dame and has taught Creative 
Writing since 2000. Menes 
completed his undergradu­
ate studies at the University of 
Florida and finished his doctor­
ate at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago. At Notre Dame, he 
is also a Faculty Fellow of the 
Institute for Latino Studies. ENESPhoto by A lek M olenaar _ __________ _____________ __FETISH AND FURIA—  A full Wlnants Auditorium listens to 
Orland Ricardo Menes reads selected works from both books.Vanderprov breaks the leg, walks away
Duncan MacLean
Co-Campus Editor
The best kind of medicine 
was in large supply on the cam­
pus of Hope College last week­
end. Vanderprov, Hope's own 
improve comedy performance 
group, returned to the DeWitt 
stage for the first time this year
to a sold out crowd. Of the 464 
seat capacity in DeWitt theatre, 
every single one was filled with a 
butt, cracking up at the wit and 
skill of the performers. From 
Heath Ledger to the totally nor­
mal act of cat shaving nothing 
was safe from the quick thinking 
minds of this year’s Vanderprov 
cast.
Vanderprov was founded in a 
shroud of mystery. Dylan Con­
nor (’15), the president of this 
prestigiously hilarious organi­
zation said, “It was formed by 
a group of students quite some 
time ago...Perhaps it just speaks 
to the type of people who have 
improv comedy in their blood, 
but our history hasn’t been well 
recorded." Whoever founded the 
organization would be proud to 
see where they stand today, Sat­
urday’s show was one of their 
best attended ever, or at least in 
recent memory.
Each show operates much like 
the hit television show “Whose 
Line is it Anyway” and other 
traditional improv programs. 
The cast members take turns 
playing games and scenarios 
in order to test each other and 
bust as many guts as possible. 
Audience participation is en­
couraged, most sketches feature 
locations, themes, or musical 
styles shouted from the crowd. 
Last week’s show even utilized 
Twitter. The audience was asked
to tweet nouns @vanderprov for 
use in one of the sketches.
The group has been drawing 
crowds for years but nothing 
like its recent numbers. Katie 
McCarthy (T7), a new member 
of Vanderprov this year, saw the
66----------
Saturday was an ex­
periment, and the fact 
we were able to fill it 
[DeWitt] was a little 
unexpected and very 
exciting.”
—  Dylan Connor (‘15)
__________ 99
group perform in 2012 while 
weighing her college decision. 
“It was in Wichers with pretty 
solid attendance... When we 
tried to do a show in Wichers 
last semester, people had to sit 
on the floor." The program has 
certainly grown in popularity
over the years, but not by acci­
dent.
“We have worked our butts 
off with publicity and making 
sure people know about the 
shows, but the rest has been the 
people who come. I feel like once 
people come to a show, they will 
want to come to the next one. So 
it has just kept growing, McCar­
thy (’17) said.
The move to the DeWitt the­
atre was a huge milestone for 
this year’s cast. Once the main 
floor of the theatre was prop­
erly filled, the balcony had to be 
opened up in order to seat the 
crowd that had gathered outside 
the doors. “Saturday was an ex­
periment, and the fact that we 
were able to fill it [DeWitt] was a 
little unexpected and very excit­
ing.” Connor said.
We’ve always had a wonder­
fully loyal core fan-base, but 
the kind of attendance we saw 
on Saturday was something we 
could only talk about abstractly
♦ See Improv, on page 2
^  .. !
x
Photo by James RalstonSTEALING LAUGHS- The cast of Vanderprov Is ready to take 
you on a mysterious journey through comedy and whimsy.
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Singing Away Don’t lose your skis
James Clark presents a top ten Skiing in every way possible: downhill, cross-country
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Men’s Basketball swats the hornets
Basketball improves on the season. Hope Swim­
ming suffers losses, and hockey breaks even.
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T his W e e k a t  H o p e
Wednesday Jan. 28
Department of Modern and 
Classical Language Lecture 
E d n a  Velasquez will give her lecture, 
“Lexical C o m p e t e n c e  a n d  Reading 
Comprehension: A  Study with Heri­
tage L a n g u a g e  Learners of Spanish" 
at 1 1  a.m. in the B u l t m a n  Confer­
e n c e  room.
Friday Jan. 29
Computer Science Colloquium 
H o p e  College Faculty m e m b e r s  will 
s h o w c a s e  s u m m e r  internship o p ­
tions. T h e  m e e t i n g  will b e  in Vander- 
W e r f  1 0 2  at 1 1  a.m.
Saturday Jan. 31
Winter Happening 
T h e  Winter H a p p e n i n g  will consist 
of t w o  blocks of s e m inars in the 
m o r n i n g  followed by lunch a n d  a 
H o p e  M e n ’s Basketball g a m e .  T h e  
seminars will b e  presented in the 
H a worth Inn.
In  B rief
HOPE HAS ME
The progressive art 
exhibition “Hope Had Me: 
A Collaborative Exhibition 
Inspired by the Words and 
Works of Corita Kent” will 
include a town hall presentation 
and reception on Friday, Jan. 9. 
The exhibit looks to break the 
boundaries of who can make 
art, who can learn and whose 
voice prevails in society. The 
show features art from middle 
and high school classes of the 
Holland area as well as pieces 
from Hopes art department 
and works by Kent herself. 
The Town Hall showing will 
take place at 6 p.m. in Winants 
Auditorium and will focus on 
how art can make a positive 
change on a community.
DAWN OF MIDI
The electro-acoustic group 
Dawn of Midi will be featured 
in a music department 
convocation Jan. 29 at 11 a.m. 
The bass, piano, drum, trio is 
based in Brooklyn but hails 
from abroad. Aakaash Israni, 
the bassist, is Indian; Amino 
Belyamani, Moroccan; and 
Qasim Naqvi, Pakistani. Rolling 
Stone Magazine deemed Dawn 
of Midi’s music “brain-bending, 
seemingly impossible.” The 
concert is an extension of the 
theme of this fall’s Critical Issue 
Symposium “Technology and 
the Future of Being Human.”
ENGINEERING SEMINAR
“Artificial Intelligence in 
Engineering Design: Can the 
Engineer be Replaced?” If your 
heart burns for the answer to this 
very question, look no further 
than the engineering seminar 
on Jan. 30. Mark Edgington, 
a current Engineering and 
Computer Science professor, 
will lead the discussion on 
artificial intelligence, defining 
the technology, how it is 
relevant to engineers today 
and what implications it may 
have for future generations of 
engineers.
Holland City Awards
Social justice awards given to public members
Photo Courtesy of The C ity of HollandHOLLAND’S FINEST— six awards were given out in based on 
the categories of: student, employment, housing, government- 
community relations, education and lifetime achievement.
more on the Ottagon Alcohol 
Rehabilitation board, where 
he placed emphasis on ra­
cial equality and alternative 
sentencing. He has also served 
on the Human Relations Com­
mission, which presented the 
award.
"I think it’s very 
important in any community 
that... we have so many people 
working for social justice,” 
Kickert said. “I was so im­
pressed with the people who 
received social justice awards
tonight.”_________________
♦ Improv, from page 1
a few years ago." Connor attri­
butes their success to: the over­
all dynamic of this team, and 
the passion of each individual 
member” “ one of the best parts 
of being on the team over the
past three years has been per- 
forming with students from 
education, English, business, 
biology/chemistry, and even 
engineering.”
This spread of doctrines and 
specialties on the team creates 
a cooperative dynamic that 
produces every type of laugh­
ter. From knee slappers and the 
puniest puns to clever movie 
references and high-brow 
humor.
Vanderprov looks to build 
on its popularity in 2015; typi­
cally the group puts on a show 
every month. If you are suffer­
ing from the winter blues, need 
a break from class or just enjoy 
a good old fashioned Harry 
Potter reference look for fliers 
and social media reminders to 
catch the next installment of 
Hope’s hottest eleven-some.
Megan Stevens
Guest W riter
The Holland City Council 
held a special meeting last 
Wednesday to announce its 
2014 Social Justice Awards.
Gathered in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, the Human 
Relations department of Hol­
land presented awards in six 
different categories: student, 
employment, housing, govern­
ment/community relations, 
education and the lifetime 
achievement award. As always, 
the awards were presented 
on the week of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day in recognition 
of King’s own work in social 
justice.
The student award was 
presented first, going to Jacey 
de Blecourt. After seeing the 
state of Ukrainian orphan­
ages, some within conflict 
areas, while picking up her 
adopted brother, the Calvary 
8th grader decided to collect 
warm clothes for the remaining 
orphans. In all she collected 
more than 380 pounds of 
clothing— 250 coats and more 
than 100 other items— to be 
distributed among three Ukrai­
nian orphanages. “I couldn’t 
have done it without the sup­
port of my family, friends, and 
community,” De Blecourt said
The employment award 
went to Rick Mannes of Lake- 
shore Lifeworks Ministries.
"I’m  humbled by the award," 
Mannes said. “There’s a lot of 
people behind this award."
Mannes works with foster 
children who are aging out 
of the system, helping them 
find not only jobs but housing 
and mentors as well. Last July 
Mannes told the Holland Senti­
nel, “It’s deep down for me. I 
know where I was at their age.
It was tough."
Jeannette Brownson of 
Brownson Properties was given 
the award for housing, but was 
unable to attend. Brownson 
and her contacts buy up run­
down houses and market them 
to anyone who might move in.
For government and 
community jelations, “In the 
Community,” a newsletter 
published by the Alliance for 
Cultural and Ethnic Harmony, 
won out. Ann and Herb Weller 
accepted the award on behalf 
of the publication. The news­
letter is available at harmony- 
alliance.org for $20 per year. 
Destination Education, which 
supports students with an 
interest in higher education, 
and its founder Roberto Jara, 
won the award for education. 
Before taking over as executive 
director at
Destination Education, Jara 
was a coordinator for LAUP, 
a program that introduced 
students to Hispanic leaders 
in order to help them develop 
leadership skills.
Finally, the lifetime 
achievement award was given 
to Ralph Kickert, who, among 
many other accomplishments, 
served 24 years as the chief 
probation officer and many
Photo by M itch ConradSELFIE— The Vanderprov group takes a selfie at a perfor­
mance.
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’Buifctlp W W  Wings’ promotes responsible drinking
C T A D  O A I / O  L i A m A R f l  Photo Courtesy OF Associated Press
5 1 UP BOKO HARAIVI—  Protestors gather in Paris to demonstrate against extremist Islamic 
group Boko Haram after more than 2,000 were massacred In early January.
Nick T. Krolikowskl
Guest W riter
Boko Haram is an Islamic 
extremist group attempting 
to carve out a part of Nigeria 
and the surrounding area for 
themselves. Their only notable 
reference in American media 
was when they kidnapped 
around 200 girls from a school 
to be married and sold into the 
sex trade.
The group began its attempt 
to break off in 2009 with the 
leadership of Abubakar Shekau, 
who has declared ideologies that 
tend to align to a similar belief as 
al-Qaida, although their actions 
tend to mirror acts similar to 
other brutal rebel groups in 
Africa and that of ISIL.
Recently, Boko Haram has 
taken claim in attacking the 
Nigerian city of Baga on Jan. 
20, taking responsibility for the 
deaths of hundreds of people 
and the destruction of most 
of the town and referencing 
that they are carrying out the 
work of Allah in their actions 
for killing these Muslims who 
are supporting the West by not 
helping them.
Their goal in the attack was 
not just to send a message to 
Nigeria’s government about 
their power but also to Nigeria’s 
neighbors Chad, Cameroon and 
Niger in stating that they will
carry out such attacks more 
often, if they choose to get 
involved.
In moving to spread more 
fear in Nigeria prior to a visit 
of President Jonathan’s in 
Maiduguri on Jan. 24, the group 
attacked the city’s populous. An 
early estimate counts at least 
15 people dead, according to 
reports from A1 Jazeera.
The importance of the city is 
that it is one of the few that has 
been able to hold out in a region 
controlled mostly by Boko 
Haram. If Nigeria were to lose 
this city, it would mean the loss 
of a major city to the group, as 
well as crippling the confidence 
the Nigerian people have that 
their government can stop 
Boko Haram. Nigeria may not 
be standing alone in this threat 
much longer though.
The U.N. condemned 
Boko Haram in the crimes of 
kidnappings, killings, hostage 
taking, pillaging, rape, sexual 
slavery and recruitment of child 
soldiers since it launched its 
military campaign in 2009. The 
U.N. currently has had some 
limited involvement in the 
region but is strongly supporting 
the notion of a coalition due to 
their lack of military capabilities.
Since the U.N. relies heavily 
on the major members of the 
Security Council to take military 
action in such conflicts, they
are hoping for further world 
involvement due to the many 
barriers that Nigeria’s military
been underfunded, due to the 
country’s history of military 
coups, which is what opened 
the door for Boko Haram, who 
have better military equipment 
and discipline due to their own 
financing of the war. Many of
the outposts held by Nigeria 
in the region lack the proper 
manpower to fend off attacks,
overrun by the rebel group in 
northeastern Nigeria.
These constant military 
losses to the group have led 
to significant drops in morale 
for Nigeria, leading to some 
frontline forces not following
orders, and in extreme cases, 
turning on their commanding 
officers.
With this lack of stability 
within Nigeria’s own military, 
the need of a coalition and more 
world involvement is more 
desperate than ever if there is 
to be hope for Nigeria to remain 
a democratic state in the near 
future.
faces. Nigeria’s military has resulting in many of them being
—  P e r s p e c t i v e s —Shattering stability in Saudi Arabia, w h a t ’s next?
Idll Ozer
Guest W riter
Saudi King Abdullah bin 
Abdulaziz died on Jan. 23, As he 
was the strongest ally of the US. 
in the Middle East region, his 
sudden yet expected death at the 
age of 90 has caused questioning 
of what is left of the Middle 
East’s stability.
Even though Western allies 
do not necessarily agree with 
it, among all the kings Saudi 
Arabia has seen, King Abdullah 
was viewed as a reformer. He 
had an unorthodox approach 
to governing, as he was the first 
king to give women seats in the 
high- level consultative council.
With the country's high 
level of economic power in the 
global market, and the respect 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz slowly 
but steadily gained within the 
international community, Saudi 
Arabia was considered to be the 
castle of stability despite Islamic 
State's actions.
However, with the new 
King Salman, who is an ardent 
conservative, it seems like the 
strong stance of the country 
might take a spin for the worse. 
As the new king announced 
from his personal Twitter 
account, his priority seems to 
be keeping the stability and 
building a bureaucratic China 
Wall between the Saudis and 
jihadists.
Geographically, Saudi Arabia
Photo Courtesy of A ssociated Press
CONDOLENCES ON THEIR WAY— French President Francois Hollande (right) welcomed 
by Governor of Riyadh Province Turkl bin Abdullah al-Saud. Politicians from all over the world 
have been making their way to Riyadh to offer condolences to the late Saudi King Abdullah bin 
Abdulaziz al-Saud and pay their respect to the new king, Salman bin Abdul Aziz.
is completely stuck between two 
extremist groups, Islamic State 
and al-Qaida in Yemen, which 
puts them in a difficult position 
since these two terrorist 
groups have been seeking an 
opportunity to cause turmoil in 
the country. So far, stakes seem 
to be very high since half of 
the population is under 25 and 
the unemployment problem is
growing like a rapid fire.
Fortunately, to this day, Saudi 
Arabia managed to make big 
margins on oil production and 
exploration, which made them 
one of the wealthiest and most 
economically stable countries in 
the world.
However, as a heresy, King 
Abdullah left behind a Shia 
minority that still lives in the
rich oil provinces, which is 
increasingly pressuring the
kingdom’s internal security, as 
it has been reported that the 
Islamic State repeatedly made 
efforts to recruit the residents of 
the area.
In the past three years, 20 
citizens have been killed and 
hundreds jailed. With the
absence of a strong government
figure, it is unclear what the next 
step will be for the young Shia 
men of the region.
Saudi Arabia is about to face 
quite a few severe challenges, 
but it is unknown if the new 
administration is ready to face 
these problems. It is not a secret 
that the new King Salman, at 
the age of 80, has his own health 
problems and is suffering from 
dementia.
As the princes announced 
through media that they 
would be willing to share the 
responsibility, King Salman does 
not seem to feel comfortable 
with the idea of stepping down. 
With this reality, it seems, the 
country will go through another 
stormy succession process in the 
foreseeable future.
On the same day of King 
Abdullah’s death, Yemeni 
government started facing 
difficulties with management 
as the president and cabinet 
resigned in the result of pressure 
from the Houtis, who receive 
support from Iran.
As two nations who have 
been cooperating in military 
actions and economic problems, 
sudden instability and lack of 
strong governance seems to 
affect both nations' citizens, as 
well as the rest of the Middle 
East. With Saudi Arabia being 
the most important ally of the 
US., it is unclear what Obama’s 
stance will be with the upcoming 
relational issues.
—  P e r s p e c t i v e sWestern Hypocrisy towards Charlie H e b d o  outrage
Alex Swain
Guest W riter
There are certain people who 
command respect when they 
voice their opinions. Naom 
Chomsky is one of those people: 
a world-renowned cognitive 
scientist, philosopher, linguist 
and political commentator. 
Recently, he wrote an opinion 
piece for C N N  that reflected on 
the notorious Charlie Hebdo 
attacks on Jan. 7, where two 
Islamic extremists entered the 
satirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo’s headquarters and 
proceeded to kill 11 individuals, 
while injuring 11 more.
This was due to insulting 
images of the Prophet 
Muhammad, and the attackers 
were identified as being part of 
al-Qaida’s branch from Yemen. 
In response to this terrible 
attack, millions of people 
around the world protested with 
the phrase “Je Suis Charlie,” or “I 
am Charlie,” further prompting 
global leaders to denounce 
acts of extremism that lead 
people to acts of violence and 
malevolence.Noam Chomsky 
offered an opinion in his article 
for C N N  regarding the West and 
its response to the recent attacks 
in Paris. He offered a perspective 
that I had not thought about nor 
taken into account.
First, Chomsky notes an 
attack in 1999 on Serbian 
state television headquarters, 
where missiles destroyed, and 
subsequently removed from 
the air, Radio Television Serbia, 
along with annihilating 16 
journalists who were reporting 
on the state of Serbia at the time.
Shockingly, this attack was 
carried out by NATO. Post­
attack, NATO and American 
officials defended their missile 
launch as a necessary effort to 
undermine the regime in the 
state, prompting U.S. envoy to 
Yugoslavia Richard Holbrooke 
to say the attack was “an 
enormously important and, I 
think, positive development.”
Yet there were no protests 
then for the 16 independent 
journalists who lost their lives in 
this act, which I feel could easily 
be presented as a terrorist attack 
under a different perspective.
In July 2011, Anders Breivik, 
a Christian extremist and ultra- 
Zionist, killed 77 people, mostly 
teenagers. While this latest 
attack on Charlie Hebdo has 
prompted, at least in Europe, 
a massive backlash against 
Muslims due to the extremist 
actions of several Islamic 
radicals from Yemen, there was 
very little backlash towards the 
Christian community in Europe 
following the extremist actions
of a Christian. deemed anti-Semitic? And yet, as nonsense. We focus heavily on
What of the assassination publishing anti-Islamic articles the times when we are damaged,
campaign carried out by the and statements, ridiculing but what of all the damage that
U.S. under President Barack Muslims, isn't nearly as bad or we are doing to others? Before
Obama targeting suspected or insulting as insulting the Jews. we jump to conclusions about 
potential persons who may do It just seems to me that we in things, I think it is important to 
harm to the U.S.? What of the the West have adopted a rather distance associations made from
hypocritical actions of Charlie hypocritical way to view the terrorism and actions of the like
Hebdo firing the cartoonist Sine world in terms of what we deem from entire groups of people
on the grounds of a comment as terrorism and what we deem before levying accusations.
Photo Courtesy of Associated Press
I AM HUMAN— People take part in a march for freedom across France after the attacks In 
Paris that left 16 dead. The march banners read: March for freedom from Bordeaux to Paris. 
France unveiled draft measures on Jan 21. 2015, to curb radlcallsatlon and better monitor 
jihadist’s.
—  ■ ■ ■ - - —  P e r s p e c t i v e s ■ •President O b a m a  lays out his agenda
Photo Courtesy of A ssociated Press
HERE IS HIS AGENDA—  President Barack Obama addresses the nation in the annual State 
of the Union speech. He put forth a bold plan that seeks no compromise with new congress.
Tim Cook
Staff W riter
Every year, the Presidential 
State of the Union is one of the 
key rituals of American politics. 
While at times it seems that 
everything in Washington D.C. 
is in flux, the State of the Union 
can be one of the few consistent 
events in which the entire 
nation must pay attention to the 
presidents words.
Fundamentally, a State of 
the Union is just the president s 
words. In the case of President 
Obama, these words reiterated 
several plans that had already 
been promoted by congressional 
leaders since the results of the 
last midterm election. Indeed, 
with both houses of Congress 
lost to the Republicans, the 
President is finally able to do 
something that many politicians 
enjoy doing: speak with little 
fear of the consequences.
As with previous State of the 
Union Addresses, the president 
tried to balance a conciliatory 
tone with a clear announcement 
of his future agenda.
A number of proposals were 
clearly intended to focus more 
on the president's legacy than 
on realistically accomplishable 
goals. Promises of free 
community college, a tax system 
that favors the middle class at the 
expense of the top one percent, 
and a new infrastructure system
seemed to articulate a vision of 
how Obama hopes the country 
will be for its next generation of 
citizens, an especially important 
issue as the millenial generation 
has grown more nonpartisan 
and apathetic.
Despite the tone of the 
speech, which was meant to 
demonstrate a President with 
no elections left to win could 
still be a conciliatory president,
President Obama could not 
help but try to speak in his 
own defense, wryly ad-libbing 
that the only reason he had no 
more elections to worry about 
was because he had won them. 
Nonetheless, Obama's appeal 
was primarily as a president 
already interested in his legacy.
Many of the President's 
proposals will likely experience 
no traction or only be through
the applications of executive 
orders, a situation that cannot 
be good for his legacy.
Speaker John Boehner and 
Senate Majority Leader Mitcl\ 
McConnell spoke against many 
of the president’s efforts in 
principle, although several of 
their arguments carried an air of 
unpreparedness.
When speaking about the 
President's tax plan, Boehner's
spokesman's said that he 
believed the plan to make the 
top five percent of Americans 
pay more to be “not serious.” As 
is traditional, the Republican 
party then nominated a 
spokesman to give their rebuttal 
to the President’s address. This 
time two responses were made: 
one by Senator John Ernst and 
another by Florida Congressman 
Carlos Curbelo.
Both Democrats and 
Republicans have made appeals 
that show their interest in a 
change of the status quo, and the 
State of the Union, especially for 
a lame duck president, has been 
their opportunity.
These appeals have become 
increasingly difficult, however, 
as for this State of the Union 
viewership ratings have dropped 
to a 15-year low. In some ways 
what the President and his 
rebutters didn’t say has become 
just as telling: the American 
political class may be becoming 
starved of legitimacy.
If you are interested in writing 
for this section please email:
shubhanusapkota@hope.edu
or
andrew.gomezseoane@hope.edu
M a k e  it to M a y  with these 10 a capella artists
James Clark
Columnist
With Pentatonix heating up 
YouTube and “Pitch Perfect” 
gaining a large enough following 
to earn a sequel, a cappella 
music is the most popular that it 
las been since the days of Boys 
II Men. That means that now is a 
perfect time to learn more about 
this interesting genre. If you’re 
ike me and are having trouble 
waiting until May when “Pitch 
Perfect 2” will be released, try 
listening to some of these a 
cappella acts to tide you over or 
check out 12th Street Harmony 
and Luminescence at Hope 
College.
1, Pentatonix
Often the gateway drug into 
the a cappella world, Pentatonix 
is arguably the best group in the 
genre right now. After getting 
their start by winning season 
three of NBC’s “The Sing-Off," 
competition for a cappella 
groups, their fan base quickly 
grew after they started posting 
covers to YouTube. Since their 
discovery, they have released 
three EPs.
2. Backtrack
Hailing from New York, 
Backtrack is known for their 
incredibly polished YouTube 
covers of pop songs. Though 
their line-up has not been 
consistent in the two years 
that they have been uploading, 
Backtrack has continued to 
release quality music regardless 
of who is in the group.
Writers Picks: “Clarity," “Black 
Widow"
3. Pitch Slapped
When a group comes from 
a revered school of music, you 
can expect great things. When 
the same group takes home 
first place at the International 
Championship of Collegiate A 
Cappella (ICCA), you cannot 
help but take notice. The 2014 
ICCA champions come from 
Berklee College of Music and 
boast an impressive set list, 
seamlessly combining six songs 
(twice the amount that most 
groups perform) into a twelve 
minute set.
Writer's Picks: ICCA 2014 Set
Writer's Picks: “I Need Your
Love," “Somebody That I Used 4. VoiCGpISy
To Know"
Like Pentatonix, Voiceplay 
also got their start on “The Sing- 
Off,” finishing fifth in season 
four. The Florida group has since 
capitalized on their success by 
releasing covers on YouTube. 
They also started a YouTube 
series titled “Aca Top 10” in 
which they count down (and 
cover) their 10 favorite songs in 
a particular genre.
Writer's Picks: Aca Top 10: 
Broadway, Talk Dirty
5. Peter Hollens
A University of Oregon: On 
The Rocks alumni, Peter Hollens 
is no stranger to A Cappella 
music. The 32-year-old crooner 
created a name for himself on 
YouTube by recording a cappella 
multitracks, which are songs 
formed by looping a voice or 
group of voices repeatedly. 
Hollens' work is an impressive 
example of range and versatility.
Writer's Picks: “Photograph," 
“Some Nights,” “Wicked 
Medley"
6. Acquire A Cappella
Acquire A Cappella received 
brief internet fame for their
hilarious performance of “I’m  
On A Boat" by Lonely Island, 
but their recent performances 
show that this University of 
California, Santa Cruz group 
does not need to rely on their 
humor to warrant a listen.
Writer’s Picks: “Sail," “Counting 
Stars"
7. Straight No Chaser
The oldest act on the list, 
Straight No Chaser began 
performing together at the 
University of Indiana in the 
mid-90s. The group rose to fame 
after internet users discovered 
their cover of “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas.” Straight 
No Chaser has since recorded 
multiple albums, as well as a 
concert special.
Writer's Picks: “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas," “I'm Yours/ 
Somewhere Over The Rainbow"
8. Vanderbilt Melodores
The most recent winners 
of “The Sing-Off” have been 
gaining popularity recently 
through their appearance on
the show, but these Southern 
charmers have been making 
waves for years at ICCA.
Writer's Picks: “Latch,’
“Supermassive Black Hole” (Part 
of their 2011 ICCA set)
9. H o m e  Free
This list would not be 
complete without these country 
crooners. The season four 
champions of “The Sing-Off" 
beat out nine other groups 
(including Voiceplay) to take 
home the championship, 
winning on the backs of their 
strong lead vocalist and their 
incredible bass.
Writer's Picks: “Colder Weather,1 
“Cruise”
10. University o^ Delaware Vocal Point
Vocal Point staked their 
claim in the a cappella world at 
the 2014 ICCA, where they took 
home third place. According to 
their website, they have been 
competing at the ICCA for 
seven years.
Writer’s Picks: “Dark Side" (2014 
ICCA), “Wake Me UpBattle of the Internet Radios: O ne  app to rule them all
SPOTIFY VERSUS PANDORA— Two Internet radio apps face-off, but only one can be the 
true victor.
Amber Lee Carnahan
Arts Co-Editor
Listening to music is a great 
way to pass the time while walk­
ing to class or studying. For 
those who lack a large music 
collection, there are phone apps 
that can provide a wide range 
of music. Two leading internet 
radio apps are Pandora and Spo- 
tify. I have always used Pandora 
Internet Radio, but recently my 
mind has been filled with doubt. 
A friend of mine has been lis­
tening to Spotify and praises it 
as her favorite. This made me 
wonder, what are the differences 
between the two internet radio 
stations, and which one is bet­
ter?
Pandora Internet Radio, 
started in 2000, is a music 
streaming device that allows 
the listener to create new music 
stations. These music stations 
can be based off of a song, al­
bum, artist or genre of music. 
For example, if I wanted to lis­
ten to more songs similar to Ed 
Sheeran’s “Lego House," I would 
create a station based off either 
“Lego House” or Ed Sheeran. 
The listener can create multiple 
stations and add variety to the 
mix by shuffling these stations. 
The free version of Pandora 
plays occasional ads and offers a 
limited number of skips.
Spotify, which was launched 
in October 2008, has quite a dif­
ferent set up. Instead of creating 
music stations based on a song
or genre, the listener can actu­
ally search for specific songs 
they like and play them auto­
matically. Following the earlier 
example, if I wanted to listen to 
“Lego House” specifically and 
not similar music, I can eas­
ily search for the song on Spo­
tify and listen to it at my leisure. 
Playlists can also be created to 
collect favorite songs. Spotify 
offers pre-made playlists to fit 
the listener’s mood, ranging 
from focus-driven and stress- 
relieving music to party tunes.
Both Pandora and Spotify of­
fer premium upgrades that come 
with many benefits. With a Pan­
dora One subscription, the lis­
tener’s Pandora becomes com­
pletely ad free and the amount 
of daily skips allowed increases. 
A Spotify Premium upgrade al­
lows the listener to use the app 
offline, removes ads and allows 
unlimited skips. Cost is an im­
portant factor in comparing 
the two stations. To upgrade to 
Pandora One, it costs $4.99 per 
month while upgrading Spotify 
costs $9.99 per month. While 
Spotify's upgrade offers a few 
more benefits, the changes are 
not that detrimental to cost five 
more dollars. However, Spotify's 
student price lowers the amount 
to $4.99.
When researching these two 
internet radios, I used the desk­
top version of Spotify for a few 
days, and I must admit that I 
loved it. I enjoyed my newfound
freedom in adding my favor­
ite songs to my playlist and lis­
tening to it as I completed my 
homework. I even discovered 
new songs by my favorite artists 
that I had never heard before. I 
was convinced that Spotify was 
actually the supreme internet 
radio and I could delete Pandora 
from my life.
But I was mistaken. While 
quality of each radio's web ver­
sions was important, my main 
focus was finding a good music 
streaming service for my phone.
I always listen to Pandora while 
walking to class. Believing Spo­
tify was the new life for me, I 
swiftly downloaded the app onto 
my iPhone and headed to class. 
As I walked down the stairs, I at­
tempted to play one of the songs 
on my playlist. I was horrified to 
realize that I could only listen to 
my playlists on shuffle, effective­
ly stealing the control I had dis­
covered and leaving me a puppet 
to chance. In the end, the mobile 
version of Spotify was not very 
different from Pandora.
When looking for a new mu­
sic streaming service, it is im­
portant to observe many facto. 
The web version of Spotify im­
pressed me with its expansive 
music library. I was momen­
tarily granted a freedom I had 
never experienced before. While 
the desktop version of Spotify 
reeled me in and almost made 
me break up with Pandora, it 
was inspection of the mobile 
app that made me realize that 
Pandora is a better music ser­
vice for on-the-go music needs.
yj T he A n c h o r ■■■■■
H o w  to hit the slopes
Katie Hauge, guest writer
For many, winter in Western Michigan is a season that 
is both dreaded and feared. From the first snow some­
time around Thanksgiving, to the tease of the melt-thaw 
cycle in April, it’s easy to question why we live here by 
choice. To be completely honest, I count myself a part 
of the winter-hating crowd. But, like it or not, we all must 
find some way to redeem the otherwise dismal season 
or else we will remain in a perpetual thermal-lined funk 
from November to April. While some appreciate hot 
chocolate or the look of newly fallen snow, for me, the 
only winter-related perk that can redeem the season is 
skiing, and no, I do not just mean downhill.
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Ever since high school, when I was a part of the Nordic 
(or cross-country) ski team, skiing has been a prover­
bial “break in the clouds,” or something that makes the 
season a bit more bearable for me. Because most peo­
ple don’t know much about skiing beyond the downhill 
r E Photo Courtesy of Kyle Fu^  variety, I want to inform of some of the different kinds thatKatie Hauge (’15) on a recent skate skiing expedi- J ^ .
tkm {© Pigeon Creek with Kyle Funk (' IS) ini Jacob are out there. I hope to convince you by reading this ar-
Jansen (‘18).
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tide that there are more ways to ski than one and many of 
them do not include a chair lift. So read up, then get out there, and try something new. Who knows, 
you may find one more reason to hate winter just a little bit less.
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Traditional downhill (Alpine) skiing I
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W e ’ll start with the type of skiing that everyone knows and loves. If you take a survey of the average 
person walking down 8th Street, chances are the vast majority of them have been downhill skiing at 
some point in their life, and with good reason: downhill is known to be easy to learn. But just in case 
you haven’t been, I’ll break it down for you. You take a chair lift to the top of the hill and make your 
way back to the bottom through some combination of “pizza-ing,” or making a pizza shape with 
your skis to slow yourself down, “bombing,” or going straight down the hill with parallel skis (not 
the best idea for the inexperienced) and “carving,” or keeping skis mostly parallel, but angling 
your body in order to turn. The intense skiers add in some poles that you have to carve around 
while being timed.
lflfK#i You go up, go down, maybe make some turns and repeat. It might as well be direc­
tions on a really fun shampoo bottle. In all seriousness though, if you’re able, you really should try 
it. This variety of skiing is fun, relatively easy to learn and will get your blood pumping.
uMing
Freestyle is broadly considered to be in the downhill family of skiing, and it encompasses ski cross 
(think of a downhill skiing obstacle course), half-pike skiing and ski-jumping (self-explanatory), 
and moguls, or weaving around a field of mounds 3.5 meters apart with a few jumps thrown in for 
good measure. Basically, this includes all the events that scream “don’t try this at home!” To be 
clear, these forms of skiing are included here for the sake of being thorough, I am not recommend­
ing any novice skier go out and fly down a 100 meter jump on a free weekend.
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llalioxn liil<§§ If you are extremely experienced, confident, and were part of Cirque du Soleil, by || 
all means, pick one and try it. Just don’t tell the paramedics I said you could. ‘is.
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Nordic classic skiing
Phis is what most people think of when they hear “cross country skiing,” although it is only one of 
he two kinds of Nordic skiing. Classic is the “garden-variety” of Nordic, and it is low impact, gen­
erally pretty safe (which is French for boring unless you are competing) and a great workout, if 
lone correctly. In this technique, you keep both skis parallel in a set of tracks, and glide forward 
vith step-like motions using poles one at a time to propel yourself along. In order to go faster, you 
jwitch over to double poling, where you stop gliding, and do a crunch motion with your abs so that 
joth poles propel you forward. After about 100 meters of solid double poling, you may be less en­
thusiastic about Nordic and will definitely be ready to switch back over to gliding.
Of course, since this is cross-country skiing, you will also have to worry about going up hills, many 
)f which will be steep. If you come to a hill that is too steep to stride up, simply get out of the tracks, 
nake a backward-facing arrow with your skis, and step up it. The good news is that you’ll probably 
1 'ome to a large downhill soon after, for which you will stay in the tracks and bomb straight down in 
i low tuck.
I’ll admit, as much as I love Nordic, this is not always the most fun form of skiing. Unless you are 
double poling, this method tends to be slower than other techniques, and the equipment is much 
nore finicky. For example, to get good “kick,” you need to figure out what type of wax to apply 
inder the foot of each ski for much-needed traction. This is always a difficult decision since there 
lundreds of different kinds of waxes for every weather and snow condition.
Sottom Line: If you haven’t ever cross-country skied, and you are looking for a low-key and 
safe walk in the woods, this is the way to go. If you’re interested in Nordic but are looking for some- 
hing a bit more fast-paced, see skate skiing.
Nordic skate skiing
■■all disclosure: this article is little more than a thinly veiled attempt to tell you about, and hopefully 
convince you to try, this largely unknown and sadly underrated form of skiing. Skate skiing is a fast­
er [more fun] version of Nordic that is based off the same motion as roller-blading or ice-skating. 
With this technique, you are on a much wider trail rather than in the restrictive tracts, and your skis 
are pointed out in either direction, as you push off and transfer weight from one ski to the other. 
Liearners say coordinating the poles with the motion of the skis is the most difficult part, but before 
long, that too becomes second nature. Un­
like classic skiing, for skate, both poles 
Dome down at the same time when either 
your left or right foot hits the snow to push 
off, but it is the personal preference of 
the skier which side they “pole” on. This 
may sound complicated, but if you’ve ever 
skated before, it’s really very simple, once 
/ou try it. Compared to classic, it’s easier 
to get up hills, but you still get to bomb the 
downhills. As an added bonus kick, wax is 
not used on skate skis, so you don’t have to 
test the conditions ad nauseam, and spend 
time applying an extra layer of wax.
Bottom Lin#' If you’ve never tried
cross country skiing before, this would be Photo Courtesy of Caitlyn Campbell
a great place to start. Get out there, and give Anether ?imm Sreete advente© with %1@ Aadersen ('ll), ©aittyn it a try eatapbeli pf) aad Ashley Waffl©f ('ll).
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Austin’s thought process
True chaos: a college student’s dorm
Austin Elluru 
Columnist
One of the solid foundations 
on which thermodynamics is 
based, is the concept of entropy 
and its relation to chaos. The 
universe did not start out as a 
well-organized model but rather 
a discombobulated mess of de­
bris.
Over time, energy was used to 
create some form of order and 
decrease the amount of entropy, 
gradually forming the universe 
as we know it..
However, left in this isolated 
system, our universe will even­
tually drift back into chaos, as 
the amount of usable energy is 
eventually converted into un­
usable energy (a.k.a. entropy). 
Using this principle we can see 
how my room has become the 
disarray that it is now.
It all started with my return 
from Christmas break. I quickly 
unloaded my clothes into my 
room from my car so that I could
go to lunch. My lack of foresight 
led me to believe that I would be 
able to organize my room before 
any of my classes started. Never 
have I made so critical an error.
What started as a heap of laun­
dry quickly evolved into what 
some may consider the perfect 
mess. I have not seen the floor 
in days, and while I’m  not sure, 
I suspect my laptop lies some­
where in the eastern section of 
the room between the desk and 
closet. To put things into per­
spective, I no longer need to put 
clothes on in the morning, I just 
roll out of my bed and into the 
void and usually come out well 
dressed.
Many of you may ask why I 
haven’t just cleaned my room 
yet; one could relate it to the 
concept above. I simply do not 
have enough energy. Track prac­
tice usually leaves me exhausted 
during the evening, and my late 
night drives to Taco Bell leave 
me tired during the day.
And so my room continues 
to drift deeper into the depths 
of chaos ever so slowly, requir­
ing more energy to clean it up, 
which makes me wonder... Will 
my room ever be clean again 
or will I eventually just be lost 
among the pile of skinny jeans 
under my bed?
Editor’s ChoicePhoto of the week
Photo by Jimmy Champane
A HOUSE IN THE LAKE DISTRICT- I took this photo during 
the Communication Department’s Liverpool May Term 
last summer. I purchased a Micro 4/3 camera before I 
left for the trip, and this was about the point where I 
started to get the hang of how to use it. I don’t think it’s 
really possible to capture the actual scale of the land­
scape I was photographing, though. I think it’s pretty 
crazy that the only thing in this picture that would lead 
you to believe that it was taken in the year 2014 is the 
moving van in front of the house. Without said van, I think 
it would be near impossible to date this photo.
The inner-workings of the brainAnalyzing the conscious and unconscious mind.
Alexander Swain 
Columnist
In the past, actions of indi­
viduals have been attributed 
to their own workings. That is 
to say, it was taken for granted 
that people had unconditional 
free will such that all actions 
performed were in control of, 
and controlled by, the person 
performing the action. Increas­
ingly, however, it seems that we 
have less free will than previ­
ously thought. What was once 
thought to be completely con­
trolled by the individual is now 
being gradually replaced, in my 
opinion, under the gaze of neu­
roscience. As techniques for 
visualizing the brain in action 
are becoming more developed 
and subsequently more refined,
evidence is accumulating that 
suggests our brain moves much 
faster than what we consciously 
recognize.
I should note that this con­
cept of consciousness and feel­
ings is a strange phenomenon 
in and of itself. How do feelings 
and sensations, like seeing the 
color red or feeling happy or sad, 
arise from a bundle of neurons 
firing electrical signals between 
one another in an organized 
manner? That’s a question for 
another time, but most certainly 
it seems that the synchroniza­
tion of our brain’s firing patterns 
leads, in a yet inexplicable way, 
to consciousness and feelings.
That being said, we have be­
gun to visualize some truly re­
markable ways the brain works. 
For instance, by the time an 
event occurs, and we make a 
conscious acknowledgment of 
the event occurring, about 1/3 
of a second has elapsed. That is 
to say, technically we don’t live 
in the present. We live about a 
1/3 of a second behind what is 
actually occurring, and yet our 
brain processes and integrates
the information such that we 
feel as though we are experienc­
ing things as they are happen­
ing. Although 1/3 of a second 
isn’t really a lot of time, when 
driving a car or running from a 
predator or trying to avoid being 
hit in the head by a baseball, 1/3 
of a second can make the differ­
ence between being fine or be­
ing in pain.
The craziest part about this, 
however, is that by the time you 
consciously recognize some­
thing (like a ball about to hit 
your face) your brain has long 
been processing the information 
and setting in motion the neural 
wiring to move your body out of 
the way, or to catch the ball, even 
without your own conscious 
recognition-. You don't need a 
“why” to try to duck or respond 
to a stimulus, your brain just has 
to recognize it before you do!
All in all, it seems that there 
is much more going on in our 
brains and in the ways we act 
that supersede conscious mo­
tives. We experience the “pres­
ent” 1/3 of a second after the 
present has already happened.
Photo Courtesy of W ikimedia CommonsNEURONS, NEURONS, NEURONS -  The human brain is 
composed of neurons, the cells that allow for conscious expe­
rience of the world.
Prior to our cognizant mind in order to avoid the stimulus, 
noting something rapid occur- When thinking of who we are as 
ring, our brain is already on the individuals, it may be important 
move, telling parts of our bodies to note both the conscious and 
where to go and how to move unconscious sides of our minds.
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A  living time capsule: C u b a ’s lost future
A n dr e w  Gomez-Seoane
World Co-Editor
Paradise, the word often in­
vokes images of sandy white 
beaches, lush palm trees swaying 
in the light breeze, all surround­
ed by a deep ocean of crystal 
blue water. These are the dreams 
that many Americans have when 
they think of paradise on Earth. 
But what if more than 50 years 
ago there was an island nation 
no less than 90 miles off the 
coast of Florida that was once 
considered the “crown pearl” of 
the Caribbean. If someone had 
mentioned to you that island 
was once Cuba, would you be­
lieve them? Most wouldn’t have 
an answer, but then again, how 
many Americans can say they 
have visited Cuba in the last half 
century?
The stark realities of island 
life on the largest landmass in 
the Caribbean Sea paint a very 
different picture. While most 
of the world remembers Cuba 
for its busy hotels in historic 
Havana and its majestic white
beaches, more than 56 years of 
dictatorial rule by the Castro 
brothers has left the nation a 
former shell of itself. Even today, 
Cuba remains one of the most 
repressed countries economi­
cally that the modern world has 
ever known. It resembles a time 
capsule trapped in perpetuity 
in the late 1950s, with antique 
American cars rusting away on 
the streets of Old Havana, and 
the remnants of former casinos 
owned by the famous mob boss­
es that built the country’s tour­
ism many decades ago.
Even as the president touts 
his historic plan to engage in 
diplomatic negotiations with the 
Communist government, life for 
millions of Cubans continues 
to degrade. With the rise of the 
Castro regime, all private prop­
erty was seized and industry 
nationalized for the supposed 
benefit of the people. However, 
with the collapse of the private 
market and escape of thousands 
of middle-class Cubans, the Cas­
tro brothers relied on the Soviet 
Union to fuel its regime in order 
to maintain their power. As can 
be expected, soon after services 
declined quickly and only the 
bare essentials were available to 
the few elite in the regimes in­
ner circle. The rest of the popu­
lation suffered immensely under 
the torture of the state police 
and constant fear for their lives.
Since the Soviets’ collapse, the 
lack of funds to the Cuban Com­
munist Party has strained their 
control, and the island deterio­
ration has accelerated in the last 
decade.
Desperation has increased in 
recent years with the flow of ref­
ugees from the island rising dra­
matically. Thousands have lost 
their lives making the perilous 
journey by makeshift rafts to the 
coast of Florida. It’s no wonder 
one would want to escape an is­
land where many on the streets 
believe they have no future, no 
hope or life.
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But, for some the embargo 
has been seen as an impediment 
to the development of Cuba’s 
economy and general welfare. 
Others have argued that estab­
lishing relations with the Cuban 
nation is the first step in repair­
ing the island country’s broken 
system, and one day establish 
the type of humanitarian re­
forms that are so desperately 
needed. But what President 
Obama and others easily over­
look is that Cuba has never truly 
been isolated from the rest of 
world economically.
In fact, nations such as Can­
ada, England and all the devel­
oped countries across the globe 
actively trade with Cuba and 
send hundreds of thousands of 
tourists every month. Yet more 
than 80 cents of every dollar 
spent by these tourists and for­
eign companies is paid to the 
government, who distributes 
worthless pesos to the Cuban 
people. Thus, while the Castro 
government remains in power, 
it is assured that the islands 
citizens will never see a penny 
of the work they put in or the 
millions of dollars of relief that 
is sent by their relatives in the 
United States.
Establishing diplomatic rela­
tions with the Communist re­
gime at a time when their power 
is quickly fading is counterpro­
ductive and foolish. It not only 
gives the Castro brothers the 
lifeline that others, such as the 
late Hugo Chavez, have filled, 
but assures that for no real re­
forms, they can continue to op­
press and kill their political op­
ponents. The president, in his 
haste to always make history, 
has committed a grave error. 
With the wind at their back the 
Castro regime will take this op­
portunity to declare victory and 
double down on their policy.
Even as the president’s del­
egation begins their talks with 
government officials in Havana, 
it is unlikely that the Republican 
Congress will lift any restric­
tions on Cuba. And any reforms 
will not be achieved as long as 
the current regime retains their 
power. Rest assured thought, if 
you happen to be some of the 
Americans who will be traveling 
to Cuba this year or in the near 
future, don’t be surprised when 
your picture of paradise is not all 
it’s cracked up to be, and you be­
gin to wonder like Marty McFly 
if somehow you have traveled 
“back to the future.”
ndrew wmeson poll 
[tics, current events ant 
anything that catches 
his eye. If you have 
questions over his ar­
ticles and would like to 
send a response, email
him at andrew.go-.mezseoane@hope. edu.
Top 7 g a m e s  to look forward to in 2 0 1 5
J i m m y  C h am p a n e
Editor-In-Chief
It's probably no secret by now 
Tiat my favorite thing in the 
world (besides pizza) is video 
games. Hell, the little picture I’m  
using on this column was drawn 
or me by my favorite studio, Fu- 
turLab. I'm looking forward to 
a lot of them in 2015, especially 
after the mess of broken ones 
that came out at the end of last 
fear.
Something I noticed while 
naking this list is how many of 
the titles are indie games. I thnk 
t’s crazy that just a couple years 
ago, none of them would've 
>een indies. If that's not a sign 
that times are changing in the 
rideo game industry, I don’t 
oiow what is. So here it is, my 
ist of games to play this year.
2. Hotline Miami 2: 
Wrong Number
It’s pretty dang tough to 
pick a favorite g ame of all 
time, but the original “Hot­
line M i a m T  definitely takes 
the cake for me. The c o m ­
bat, the graphics and the 
soundtrack are as close to 
perfect as you can get, and 
the sequel is looking just as 
incredible. It’s supposedly 
coming out this month, but 
it s been delayed a couple of 
times already, so keep your 
fingers crossed.
2, Uncharted 4: A Thief s 
End
I pretty m u c h  lost it w h e n  
“Uncharted 4” was an­
nounced half-way through 
last year. The original was 
the reason I went out and 
purchased a PlayStation 4, 
after all, and for good rea­
son.
I can’t believe h o w  insane 
the graphics look, and h o w  
real the main character, Na-
than Drake looks as well. I 
don't think there's any Way 
this g ame is going to disap­
point w h e n  it (hopefully) 
comes out later this year.
3. Metal Gear Solid V: 
The Phantom Pain
If you've never played a 
“Metal Gear Solid" game 
before, you need to get on 
that right away. If you have, 
then you k n o w  w h y  “Metal 
Gear Solid V: The Phantom 
Pain" is on this list.
This is going to be the first 
ga me  in the series featur­
ing an open world, and the 
voice cast is as star-studded 
as some of 2014's biggest 
films. You'll definitely want 
to keep an eye on this one as 
the year progresses.
4. The Order: 1886
“The Order: 1886" looks
like it's going to be one of 
the first true next-genera­
tion exclusives for Sony’s 
PlayStation 4. Developed
by Ready At Dawn, a studio 
k n o w n  mostly for handheld 
games, “The Order: 1886’s” 
plot, characters and graph­
ics all look like they’ll add 
up to a pretty gripping ex­
perience.
5. Bloodbome
“Dark Souls” and “Dark 
Souls 2" are two of the best 
games I’ve ever played. That 
being said, “Bloodborne," 
the upcoming spiritual se­
quel, published by Sony, has 
definitely piqued m y  inter­
est. The sped-up combat 
and inclusion of a gun is a 
huge departure from what 
came before, but from what 
I’ve seen the whole thing 
just works.
6, Dying Light
By the time this issue 
of the paper is out, “D y ­
ing Light” will be too. It’s a 
n e w  game from the m a k ­
ers of the polarizing RPG, 
“Dead Island," and it throws 
in some of the parcore me-
chanics from the critically- 
acclaimed platformer, “Mir­
ror’s Edge."
I can’t wait to chop up 
zombies with electrifiec 
machetes by day, and run 
jump and climb for m y  life 
by night with this great­
looking game.
7. Xenoblade Chronicles 
3D
I, like m a n y  people, 
missed “Xenoblade Chroni­
cles” the first time it was re­
leased due to a huge short­
age thanks to Nintendo 
only printing one run of the 
game.
Thankfully, one of the 
flagship titles for their new 
model of the 3 D S  is a port ol 
the game in its entirety.
The graphics have been 
upgraded slightly from this 
g ame’s original Wii release, 
and the controls have been 
reworked as well to make 
the whole package as big as 
it was always meant to be.
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a? TheA n c h p k
Want to getyour name in
The Anchor is always looking for interested 
students to get involved. W e  always need 
more writers, photographers, cartoonists, 
graphic designers, letters to the editor, etc. 
Whatever way you want to get involved, we 
would love to have you!
W e  meet Sundays at 6 p.m. in our office in 
Martha Miller. W e  brainstorm story ideas 
for the upcoming issue, and students are 
always welcome to join! C o m e  check out the
opportunities to get your n a m e  in print.
W e  want to hear your voice. Get involved!
M e n ’s basketball triumphs
Casey Rutledge
Staff W riter
Hope College extended its 
winning streak to four in a row 
on the road Saturday afternoon. 
Alex Eidson (’16), Ben Gardner 
(16) and Brock Benson (16) 
combined for 60 points, as Hope 
cruised with an 18-point drub­
bing of the Hornets of Kalama­
zoo College.
Hope shot an effective 50 
percent from the field, while 
limiting their turnovers to just 
nine, as they forced 17 Kalama­
zoo turnovers.
For the first 13 minutes of 
play, neither team seemed to 
have much of an advantage, 
as Hope lead 18-17 with 7:17 
to play in the first half. A  jump 
shot by Benson seemed to be 
the turning point, as the Flying
Dutchmen rattled off a 10-0 run 
in which Benson had 8 of his 
16 first-half points. Kalamazoo 
ended the scoreless streak with 
a free throw, but Hope kept its 
foot on the gas, ending the half 
on a 23-7 run and shooting 
53 percent from the field. The 
Dutchmen took a 41-24 lead 
into the half. This was a sub­
stantial gap, yet Hope needed to 
remain humble and play a solid 
second half on both sides of the 
ball.
“It was great to get things go­
ing early,” Eidson said. "When 
we have five guys sharing the 
ball and really buying into the 
system, we are a hard team to 
defend.” Eidson led all scorers 
with 22 points. This tied his per­
sonal high on the season.
Hope kept the pedal to the
metal early in the second half, 
as they went on a mini 9-0 run, 
splashing back-to-back-to-back 
three pointers to set the tone yet 
again.
When asked about offensive 
efficiency, Eidson said, “Our 
bigs were finishing well, and 
once they (Kalamazoo) adjusted 
by doubling the post entry, our 
posts were able to find the open 
man for a shot in rhythm.”
The three-headed monster 
that was Eidson, Gardner, and 
Benson, on Saturday combined 
for 60 points on Saturday, as the 
Dutchmen ran away with an 83- 
65 win. The victory puts Hope 
at 11-6 overall and 4-2 in the 
MIAA.
“It's nice to make shots, but 
it’s the little things that go unno­
ticed. [Cody] Stuive (’17) came
in and played great defense. 
Chad [Carlson] (T7) and Dante 
[Hawkins] (’18) really got into 
Kalamazoo’s point guards and 
made things tough for them,” 
Eidson said, “Harrison has been 
one of our top scorers but sac­
rificed himself to screen and get 
others open. It was a total team 
effort.”
From a defensive standpoint, 
Eidson led the Dutchmen with 
three steals for the day. Right 
behind him was Sam Otto (17) 
with two. Benson had six re­
bounds, while Eidson and Gard­
ner both had five
Hope will face Adrian tonight 
to face the Bulldogs at 7:30. They 
have a 4-2 record in conference 
play. Overall, the Dutchmen are 
11-6 with eight very important 
games left.
H o p e  falls to Calvin in final dual of season
Duncan MacLean
Campus News Co-Editor
With just three weeks left be­
fore the conference champion­
ship meet, Hope College’s aquat­
ic finest took on the Knights in 
each team's final dual meet of 
the season. After an impressive 
weekend against MIAA com­
petition last week, both teams 
fell to Calvin. The men lost con­
vincingly at 113-181, while the 
women had a much closer meet, 
going down 143-153.
The women’s team fell to a re­
spectable 4-1 MIAA dual meet 
record after the tough loss to 
Calvin. Kalamazoo and Calvin 
will carry that same record with 
them to the final meet in Febru­
ary.
The loss Saturday was not 
without a fight, however; the la­
dies of Hope shined in the dis­
tance events, sweeping 1-2-3 in 
the 500 freestyle, lead by Lind­
say Wiederhold (’16), who also 
took gold in the 1,000 freestyle. 
Chloe Palajac (’18) took second
while Ginny Cotterall (’16) cap­
tured third.
Sophomore powerhouse 
Molly Meyer (’17) won the 100 
backstroke, 100 butterfly and 
the 200 backstroke to earn her 
the honor of MIAA women’s 
swimmer of the week. She also 
was a powerful fly leg on Hope’s 
winning 200 medley relay. Klare 
Northuis (16), Jorgie Watson 
(16) and Emily Weber (15) ac­
companied her in this venture of 
victory.
Sarah Sheridan (16) stole the 
show during the 3-meter diving 
competition. After hitting the 
diving board early in the six- 
round competition and receiv­
ing virtually no points, Sheridan 
would not be left out.
Just one round later the na­
tional finalist returned to the 
board and threw down a gaunt­
let of textbook diving, scoring 
over 50 points on her final dive. 
Sheridan regained the lead and 
won the event.
The Dutchmen did not fare
as well as their female counter­
parts. Calvin took all but one 
event. Jean-Luc Miralda (17) 
returned to the podium taking 
first place in 3-meter diving, 
while finishing second in the 
lower altitude 1-meter.
Hope finished runner-up in 
ten other events. Christian Ot- 
teman (17) posted in-season 
best times in the 100 backstroke 
and the 200 individual medley, 
taking second in both. Char­
lie Emmert (18) continued his 
impressive freshman season, 
taking silver in both butterfly 
events, the 100 and 200.
The junior class checked in 
at second place as well. Trevor 
Billinghurst (16) took second 
in the 50 freestyle while Duncan 
MacLean (16) captured silver 
in its big brother event, the 500 
freestyle. Jeff Zita (16), not to be 
outdone, took his own runner- 
up honors in the 200 breast­
stroke.
To finish off the meet, due to 
a double deque by Hope relays,
the team of Erick Skaaf (15), 
Nathan Rommel (16), Micah 
Sail (16) and Austin Bessinger 
(18) nabbed second place from 
the outside lane.
Both teams are done with 
competition until the four-day 
league championship meet Feb. 
11-14. The women will enter the 
meet with one loss to do battle 
with an always competitive Ka­
lamazoo team and a Calvin team 
who will be reluctant to give up 
their streak of 10 straight cham­
pionships. Both meets promise 
to be exciting.
The men finished the regular 
season with two losses and will 
aim to defend their second-place 
finish from a year ago against pe­
rennial league rival Kalamazoo 
and an Albion team hungry to 
return to the podium. Calvin is 
slated to win their second cham­
pionship in school history. The 
meet will take place over seven 
sessions spread across four days 
of competition at the Holland 
Aquatic Center.
Interested in writ­
ing for Anchor 
sports?
Have a story idea? 
Would you like to 
write an editorial?
If so, get in touch with 
either of the Sports Edi­
tors, Kyle Bernaciak or 
Nicole Metzler. They can 
be reached at
anchor@hope.edu.
Call for Papers!
Bill and Maura Reynolds 
Arts &  Humanities Colloquium
Have you written a substantial paper in the field of Theatre, History, Art, Music, Philosophy, 
English, Languages, Religion or Dance that you would like to share with the H o p e  
comm u n i t y ?  Submit it for consideration to the Bill and Maura Reynolds Arts and Humanities 
Colloquium which will take place from 3:30-5:30PM. on Friday, February 20, 2015 at the
Martha Miller Center.
Refreshments will be served 3:30-4:00 p.m. in the 1st floor rotunda with 25 minute student 
presentations (5 min. Q  &  A) in several 2 nd floor classrooms thereafter from 4:00-S:30PM.
This event offers students from Arts and Humanities courses an opportunity to present their 
work to an audience of faculty and of their peers. T h e  Colloquium is a semi-formal occasion 
resembling as m u c h  as possible a professional academic conference.
Papers m a y  be submitted from any Arts and Humanities course taught in the spring or fall 
semesters of 2014. An y  type of paper is potentially eligible, but preference will be given to
projects involving substantial research.
Please submit one copy of your paper to the Arts and Humanities Dean's Office, #124 
Lubbers Hall, by January 30,2015. Your n a m e  should appear on a title page but not 
elsewhere in the paper. Also include the course and professor for w h o m  the paper was
prepared.
T h i s  W e e k  In  S p o r t s
Wednesday Jan. 28
Women’s Basketball
vs. A l m a  at 7:30 p.m.
Friday Jan. 30
Hockey
vs. Davenport at 7:30 p.m. 
at T h e  E d g e  Ice Arena
Saturday Jan. 31
Men’s Basketball
vs. Trine at 3  p.m.
Men’s Swim/Dive
at G V S U  Diving Invitational at T B A
Women’s Swim/Dive 
at G V S U  Diving Invitational at T B A
MIAAPLAYERS 0FTHE WEEK
Women’s Basketball
Maura McAfee (’16) 
Forward/Center
Women’s Swim/Dive
Molly Meyer (’17) 
Swimmer
T h i s  W e e k  i n 
N a t i o n a l  S p o r t s
COACH K REACHES 1,000 WINS
On Sunday, the legendary 
men’s basketball coach at Duke 
University, Mike Krzyzewski, 
made NCA A  basketball his­
tory by recording his 1,000th 
coaching win. “Coach K,” as 
he is more commonly referred 
to, obtained this milestone 
as his Blue Devil’s defeated 
St. John’s by a score of 77-68.
He was the first coach in col­
lege basketball history to reach 
this milestone. Krzyzewski im­
proved to 1,000-308 in a 40-year 
coaching career that began in 
1975 at his alma mater, Army. 
He is 927-249 in 35 seasons at 
Duke, guiding the Blue Devils 
to four NCAA titles and 11 trips 
to the Final Four. Even though 
Coach K agrees that there will 
be others that reach this mils- 
etone, it is still quite impressive 
that the face of coaching accom­
plished such a tremendous feat.
SUPERBOWL PREDIC­TIONS: ANCHOR EDITION
Unlike Superbowls in the 
past, the 2015 game comes with 
a tremendous amount of outside 
context, much of which does 
not focus on the NFL’s grand 
finale. Over the past week, the 
American public has been bom­
barded with “Deflategate.” In my 
opinion, there needs to be more 
focus on the game because of 
the two stellar teams involved.
If Tom Brady plays like the 
superstar that he is, the New 
England Patriots' offense will 
have no problem taking down 
the NFC Champion Seattle Se- 
ahawks. However, Seattle has 
all the tools, along with the mo­
mentum to create a major upset. 
All in all, the Patriots have more 
weapons on either side of the ball.
Patriots 31, Seahawks24
Hockey splits w e ekend with Aquinas
Photo by N ick Byma
THE DUTCHMEN ADVANCE- Henry DuMez (’17) blows 
past a defender on his way to the goal In the weekend series. 
DuMez’s consistency has allowed Hope to remain In the top 
portion of the national rankings for all of the 2015 campaign.
Cullen Smith
Staff W riter
On Saturday night at the Fly­
ing Dutchmen’s own Edge Ice 
Arena, the hockey team faced 
off against the Aquinas Saints 
before an enthusiastic home 
crowd. The game was the second 
part of a two game series against
men remained undaunted, con­
tinuing to hammer away at the 
Saints’ defense. The results were 
impressive, two goals coming 
late in the first from forward 
Ryan Restum (’16), both within 
a five minute timespan.
Going into the second period, 
the Dutchmen continued in-
again in the fifth minute, put­
ting the Saints within reach 
of a tie. Restum responded to 
the tension with his third goal 
of the game in the 15th min­
ute, recording a well- deserved 
hat trick. Forward Caleb Mor­
gan (’15) delivered the coup de 
grace, an unassisted goal coming 
in the last 10 seconds of play, to 
push the Dutchmen to a 6-3 vic­
tory. Throughout the game, the 
Dutchmen outshot the Saints 
35-29. Lipon performed excep­
tionally, tacking on a 90% save 
average.
The second game of the series 
saw shifts in strategy for both 
teams. From the puck drop, the 
Dutchmen fought aggressively 
to maintain their streak over the 
Saints. While both teams fought 
a physical battle, dehvering hit 
after hit upon one another, the 
Dutchmen held complete con­
trol over their opponent through 
the first two periods of play.
Scoring was ignited for the 
Dutchmen in the last minutes 
of the first period with forward 
Evan Fall (’18) finding the back 
of the net from a cross by defen­
seman Eric Webb (15).
The Dutchmen fought a true 
war of attrition in the second 
period, with neither team net­
ting a goal through 20 minutes 
of grinding play.
Going into the third, the 
unthinkable happened. It ap­
peared to be a Dutch victory 
after a wrap-around pass made 
it to Lehman, who was able to 
laser a wrist shot past the Aqui­
nas goaltender. Things fell apart 
quickly after a responding goal 
from the Saints only a minute 
later. Throughout the remainder 
of the period, chippy play left 
each team with four penalties 
a piece, crippling momentum. 
The Saints seized the opportuni­
ty, delivering three unanswered 
goals in the middle of the third
period. With the established 
lead, the Saints formed a wall 
of defensive power. The deter­
mined defensive efforts of the 
Saints forced the Dutchmen to 
pull Lipon in the last minute and 
a half, leaving the net vulner­
able. Even with the empty net 
advantage and excellent offen­
sive execution, the Dutchmen 
couldn’t bury the puck, allowing 
the Saints to drain the last min­
ute of play into a 3-2 loss for the 
Dutchmen.
through three periods, Hope 
outshot their opponent again, 
leading the Saints 41-36. Lipon 
recorded yet another impressive 
performance, putting up a 92% 
save average.
In discussing the loss, captain 
Drew O'Brien (’15) said, “It is 
never fun losing games, but we
understand a lot can be learned 
from defeat.” In regards to the 
preparations for playoff season, 
O ’Brien said, “Our goal remains 
the same from day one: win the 
national championship. It starts 
with improving during these 
next few weeks and continuing 
solid play into the conference 
tournament.”
The Dutchmen remain a 
dominant force in their ACH A  
division with a 17-3-3 record, 
second only to the Oakland Uni­
versity Grizzlies. The Dutchmen 
return to the ice with another 
two- game series on Friday, Jan. 
29 and Saturday, Jan. 30 against 
the Davenport Panthers. They 
hope to get back to their win­
ning ways as playoff time edges 
near. Now is crunch time and 
Hope needs to be stellar.
Photo by N ick Byma
LOOKING TO SCORE— Austin Huffer (’18) looks for the 
open Dutchmen during a Saturday night contest against Aqui­
nas. Huffer had one crucial assist In the game.
the Saints, a prominent compet- tense offensive pressure, indicat-
itor in ACH A  play. The Dutch­
men rolled over the Saints in the 
first game with a 6-3 victory. The 
second game saw a much more 
competitive Saints’ offense and 
an adaptive defense, who keyed 
in a 3-2 victory over the Dutch­
men.
The weekend series kicked off 
on Friday afternoon at Aquinas’s 
Belknap Ice Arena. Scoring be­
gan early with Aquinas explod­
ing from the gate with a goal in 
the fourth minute. The Dutch­
ed by another Dutchmen goal, 
this time coming at the thirty- 
second mark from defenseman 
Elliot Digison (’17). 10 minutes 
later, Hope College netted an­
other goal from forward Jared 
Lehman (’15). Aquinas managed 
to sneak a goal past goaltender 
Eric Lipon (’16) late in the sec­
ond period to cap off scoring.
The third period saw similar 
methods of play with the Dutch­
men sticking to energetic tech­
nical pressure. Aquinas scored
Nicole Metzler
Sports Co-Editor
Kyle Bernaclak
Sports Co-Editor
Hope College’s women's bas­
ketball team took home two 
wins within the past week. The 
Flying Dutch overcame Trine
University last Wednesday and 
Adrian College on Saturday to 
extend their record to an im­
pressive 16-2 overall.
Wednesday's home game 
against Trine ended in a 63-50 
victory for the Dutch. Maura 
McAfee (’16) led the way for 
Hope with 18 points. Rebekah
Llorens (15) was close behind 
with 13.
After several missed shots 
from both teams, McAfee was 
successful in securing the first 
two points for her team. A layup 
less than a minute later made the 
score 4-0. Hope kept their lead 
until 16:48 when Trine's Whit­
ney Shaffer made a three-point 
jump shot to give her team a 
two-point lead at 6-8.
Much of the remainder of 
the first half was back and forth 
between the two teams. Nei­
ther team played stellar defense 
or was able to make impressive 
runs. At 4:19, Hope began to 
pull away with a shot and free- 
throw by Llorens to take the 
score to 23-18, which widened 
the gap allowing some criti­
cal breathing room. The Dutch 
continued their momentum and 
finished the half 34-22. Coach 
Morehouse assured the Dutch 
that they needed to be stronger 
in the second half in order to
pull out a victory.
Coincidentally, the second 
half was more of the same. Trine 
was not able to touch Hope and 
the home team added another 
win to their belt.
Saturday proved to be an­
other successful outing as Hope 
defeated Adrian 65-48. McAfee 
had another stellar perfor­
mance, taking the game high of 
26 points. Brittany Berry (’15) 
and Madison Geers (’18) both 
finished with nine points, the 
second highest for Hope.
Hope started off on solid 
footing, maintaining the edge 
until 8:40 in the first half when 
Adrian’s Brigitte Zavithsanos 
shot a three-pointer. Even with 
her shot, Hope was only down 
19-20. The next shot by McAfee 
reclaimed the lead and the 
Dutch were soon back to domi­
nant play. The first half ended 
with Hope topping Adrian 32- 
28.
Adrian quickly pushed back
with another three-pointer by 
Zavithsanos to bring the score 
within one point. The Bulldogs 
were able to tie the game at 
34-34 at 17:28, but layups from 
Hannah Doell (’15) and McAfee 
brought the Dutch out and back 
at the top. McAfee made anoth­
er shot to take Hope to 40-34.
Once again, Hope took their 
momentum and refused to give 
it away. The Dutch remained 
strong. With eight seconds left 
on the clock, Adrian success­
fully made two free-throws but 
it was not enough to fight their 
way back.
Hope is now 8-1 in confer­
ence play, their only loss coming 
from Calvin on Jan. 17. The team 
has a win percentage of .889 on 
the season.
The Dutch play Alma at home 
on Jan. 28 at 7:30 p.m. Their only 
other home game of the regular 
season will be on Feb. 14 at 3 
p.m. As a result, there are large 
crowds expected.
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